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INTRODUCTION 



This is a report on events preceding the assassination of 



Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr*, and surrounding It, subsequent to the murder 
that will directly point to complicity in the planning of that horrendous 
crime. jtating that this is a report and not an investigation should 



investigatory research* Foremost among these people is Harold Weisberg, 
author of a book on Dr* King's assassination oalled, "Frame-Up. fl 



devoted himself with an intensity in investigating political killings in 
America, that he has put the average of two working days into one* He 



Jr* himself because, "what I had to say was not what, for reasons that 

varied from publisher to publisher, they wanted to hear or perhaps what 



Hanes) to maximize profits and exclusive publication rights to the "official" 
version of the assassination* 

We will see that this crippled the proper discharge of Justice 
in this case. 

We will also look at*afew foreign press articles, selected 
for their designed informational-impact on foreign readers* 

But foremost, we will examine the coverage by the New ^ork Times 



j 

make it clear that numerous persons, hundreds, have gone before doing 




Mr* Weisberg has stated that since November 22, 1963, he has 



has published the results of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, 



they wanted to have heard. " He is a former Senate investigator and newspaperman 



Other sources that were relied on for the authenticity of 



this report^ are the three-installment series written by William 
Bradford Huie, a Southern writer who entered into an agreement with 
one of the conspirators (James Earl Ray) and his first lawyer (Arthur 



on select dates that were most pertinent to events in the aftermath 



.1 



2 



INTRODUCTION (cont.) 



of the deal or hearing that was concocted to satisfy the curiosity of the 
world public as to who killed Martin Luther King and the elements of 
the conspiracy that led to his death on A pril h, 1968. 



• u 



HYPOTHESIS 



The reporting of the New *ork Tiroes, I would 



believe, would authenticate as clearly as possible moot of 
the known factors that were involved in a conspiracy to 
assassinate Dr. King^as it has the largest resources of 
(virtually) any newspaper in the United States and considered 
by many persons to be the most responsible. 



CRITERIA 



Since only one person directly involved in 



the assassinatidn of Dr. King has so far been apprehended, I 
would expect the Times and the other print media used herein 
to be concise, tireless, painstaking, truthful, and responsible 
in their reporting. 



Before this report begins, I have one note of a personal nature. 
About three weeks before Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was assassinated-^ 
he spoke in Detroit at a downtown church (the name escapes me now). 
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At that tine I wa* working as a photographer for a high school newspaper. 

Dr» King's theme to his sermon was one of hope as * he spoke about a woman 
on Aid to Dependent Children and had not received any payments in so long 
that her children were starving. According to Dr. King, this woman 
said that suicide was the only way out if the money for food did not 
arrive the following day. The check did not come, and she killed herself. 

The payment arrived the day after. 

After about the ninth flash bulb went off. Dr. King looked 
up to his left at me, for just a second and without pausing in speech, as 
if to say, "Do you have enough yet?" 

The nature of this report will not be one of concluding with a 
judgement that "X" number of persons were involved in a conspiracy or 
that tonvicted murderer" James Earl Ray acted alone. That is, it will not 
be contingent on forthcoming information (as the forthcoming ADC payment 
was for survival) as this case will continue until there finally is a trial. 

Rather, the reader will be given Just enough of the available 
evidence that will unmistakably point to certain conspiratorial elements 
that were prevalent. 



"LIKE ANYBODY, 



I WOULD LIKE TO LIVE" 
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On March 10th # 1969. James Earl Ray was convicted of assassinating - 
Rev# Dr# Martin Luther King, Jr# in a prearranged hearing (not trial)# 



k 



if 



It took less than one hour for the mechanics and results of the plea-bargaining 
to be entered into the court records with no disclosure of other relevant 
elements that preceded the assassination at least eight monthes before 
Dr# King was killed in Memphis, 

> 

The pulse of a newspapers reporting on important issues of the 
day may often be found on the editorial page# It is usually assumed 



that before adopting a particular stance on an issue that the newspaper# has 
done a thorough job of reporting any given issue# 

The New York Times carried the crux of the public's curiosity 
in its lead editorial of March 11, 1969* ^he editorial is presented here 
in full# We can note where the- residing Judge W. Preston Battle swallowed 
this entire American sham of Justice as the defense lawyer adopts the omnipotent 
attitude that "to prove to By self" that Ray was not involved in a con- 
sp iracy shoul d necessarily satisfy the world# 

Tongue-Tied Justice 



i The aborted trill of James Earl Ray for the assass l- 
jut^r King jgTajhockiny 
brcachoMa^ Thr rtmrriran-t>coplr hlflck »nd 

whitTlmd^ofpc 0 ^* the world over still numbed and 
r .,^lp,l hy the eun TIre that ~stoi £K^jg wn this in tcY- • 

. natltfnaTlcader. * 

Ray is entitled by all legal means to avail himself 
of the defenses open to him under the law. But by no 
means, legal or pragmatic, should the doors of the 
courtroom and the Jail be slammed shut on the facts, 
the motives and the doubts of this horrible murder. 

And yet that is Just what has occurred with stunning 
suddenness In a Memphis courthouse. By pleading 
guilty, Ray has been sentenced to 99 years In prison. 
The Jury had to go along with this prearranged deal- 
bet ween the prosecution and the admitted killer’s _ 
attorney. rircuiuIudy-V^Prcstnn BaUl e_went along 

1 with It too, treating the. whole jnattfiJL*? il wcrc 

a routine murder-case. 



N^hinr hVit QUt ra g* * nd ««pldo n can follow the 
handling of this long-delayed and Ins tantly in uifg; 
out trial. Percy J^remjtn.'ihg . 

puBTlcthat it took him m onths “to prove to myself” ■ 
that Rov Waj ThoVpart^Tin ^ , a jLq L ‘ 

himself acquiesces L ln the bMEaiQjxiadfrOl^ , „ 

r nnfcVv.' that To yo HlonyS-kfr* 



Why should this assassination case be tried oy stare=- 
ments instead of formal le£al procedures, subject to 
examination and cross-examination, the presentation 
of all the evidence by tMe prosecution, the appear- 
ance of the accused in 4>pen court? What In either 
ense or jurisprudence does it mean that the defense 
attorney convinced hims/elf? In the ghetto and in the 
world outside the ghetto, the question still cries for 
answer: Was there a conspiracy to kill Dr. King and 
who was in it? 

The state's case has been read to the jury. But that 
Is hardly enough In a case of this magnitude. This 
was not a street crime but, on the surface, a racist 
or quasi-political assassination. It is not enough to say 
that the state accepted the guilty plea and agreed to 
end the case because the death penalty has not been 
used since 1961 in Tennessee. 

No one was demanding blood; everyone Is demand- 
ing facts. Are we going to get the facts from Ray’s 
lawyers, past or present, one of whom is trying to 
peddle the story to magazines? Arc_wc going to get 
the. fa£lj, from William Bradford Hulc. ihc authoT vflTo 
has "bought” th e ’’rights" to Ray’s story? What a 
mockery of Justice for t he facts to emerge In marketed 
Justice ! 

Unless proceedings a Te convened in court— Federal, 

If not slate — we shall never know the adjudicated 
truth. There should btpo Warren Commissions neces- 
sity — n month n* * • - ■ r - • ■ -y- 
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Note this writer says "the world 11 # White America, in her often 



blaitantly exposed racist mannerisms, could not have been further placed 

vL 

from reality to think that,(l) foreign nations turned a blind eye to what 
was happening in the "cradle of liberty" during the late 1950* s and through- 
out the 1960*8 and that (2) the foreign press would swallow this American 
caricature of justice# 

Let us first notice a sampling of the foreign press* (state- 
controlled and otherwise) reaction to Dr# King's assassination. 

On the left we see the immediate account of Izvestia , from 
Russia# Is it really substantially different than what many Americans 
also shared as the truth? 



js 



/"International Commentary^ PRISAL. (By O. Vasilyev, tz- 
1 vrstia, April 6, p. 2. Complete text:) ^c-guns hot flre fLjn — 
Eflpniphj jg on thL evenUm Apr i l A ha 6 J rg§oun ded a -fl g af- 
PnTn? r>c >r\n r>r Mart in i .nther King . one of the most_ \ 

Peace 



l 



nonul ar leaderg_ of the Nngrn . 

Pr SKVinner.-was murder ed , . \ 

The racists hated him-for his energy, for his passionate l 
voice In defense of the oppressed and deprived Negro people | 
of America. King was heard at thousands of rallies and was . 
seen marching in the front ranks of demonstrations against 
rnclsm and segregation. King had raised his voice against the i 
Pentagon's criminal adventure in Vietnam. The American \ 
“hurrah -patriots* could not forgive him for this. The authorl- \ 
ties feared him. '' Democr j itir” Americ a put him In ft 1 1-1 j l 
^ i rr^ p j g mprp|y he rnnse fme d o m Qnd - eflu a llty for his 

dark-sklnaed brothers^ 

The racist reactionar ies fearfu lly await the march of Nep-oea 

to llQjp firtcan es^USIT^nnrhis tn fnkp P l a c P l a te ^ 

-We J i hHlI I T tn Wnshimdnn nnt tn nsk * K i ng Sa id, “but 
mnnrl juMirP * nH tfl *hnt wp ** irivpn what i s.-Qii r fi / T he 

gunshot In Memphis was prectseW&med. According to the 
assassins' scheme, It was t®-?TSVesounded as a warning threat 
to the entire Negro movement on the eve of the approaching 
•hot summer." 



Izvestia's observation that the 
"racist reactionaries fearfully await t to 
the march of Negroes (sic) to the 
American capital , •••" , was an 
accurate one as we shall see 
in William Bradford HMe f s 
Look magazine article series 
later on. Another interesting 
excerpt in this article is that 
"•Democratic 1 " America put him in 
jail 15 times merely because he wanted 
freedom and equality #••" 



• * • 
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Oranted, Izvestia ia a government-controlled newspaper of the kremlin, 

V 

but it aeema conceivable that 
American newapapera would hava 
been equally a a auccinct in their 
reporting if not inadvertently 
controlled b^capital : from 
their advertisers* Simply 
atated with no needed 
qualifying comment a ia that, 

"Reactionary America killed 
him, 11 

Harked in yellow are 
the paragraphe that may 



rhe abundant flow of commentaries, reflections, conjectures 
and rumors concerning President Johns on'V latest movcB and 
his promise not to run in the forthcoming election was sud- 
denly Interrupted by the news from the city of Memphis (Ten- 
nessee) about the brutal murder of Martin Luther King, the 
world-renowned leader of the Negro movement. He was the 
pride and to a certain extent the conscience of honest and 
troubled America. P^nrtinnary ^rpprira killed him. Martin 
Luther King, a wlmfer of the Nobel Peace Prize, was one of 
the most passionate and uncompromising critics of lLS.jgr_ 
gr ess Ion In Vietnam and an active fighter for the! Negro peo- 
ple's civil rights. This, It 6eems to us, is the chief reason 
why he was kUled. 

ThP mnr d n t of King h as shalfsn Atwe rle a no l ess- Jh a n did 

of J ohn Kennedy. There are special reaso ns 
for this. An apostle of no nviolent actions, he _tgllJdUlni ter" 
vinipnr 7 r~Now t as tHeselines are being written, flic radio Is 
reporting about clashes betwcciLthe^n^and^Jigr^Negroes 
In a great many cities of the Unit^^tefl^JUotingJias swept 
the Negro population of the capitals J 

The trnglr ev^nt* th? !*«♦ Pftv^ral Anurs have once again 
laid bare the facLthat the-Vietnam-wa^haa pois o n e d a nd-dls- 
flgured irrevocably all llfe_,liahg_ypited States Along with 
. *v t of 



give the reader reasons 

on why TIME magaifche released a cover page article called, n The Sick 
Society* " 



Commentator's Column: FREEDOM TO KILL. (By Sergeis 
Vishnevsky. Pj^da^ April 6, p. 5. Complete text:) The news 
of the murderofMartlntlther King strikes a sharp pain into 
one's heart. I 

The crime In Memphis i| shocking, but it Is not sur prising^ 
(Se veral years a go Dr. King told me that every minute and 
every day he expected an attem pt on his life. Th e reaction- 
aries systematically persecutcd King; He received innumerable 
threats, he was thrown into prison, and detractions and slan- 
der were heaped upon him by reactionary Governors, Con- 
gressmen and officials of government agencies. 

Who mu rdered Martin Luther King? Not only the hLred_ 
handit who-pulled tEje-trigger. Flve_yea.rs ago L after the_br utal 
murder by racists of several_Negro glrlslin Alabama, King 
sent the state's Governor a telegram reading: “The blood is 
on your hands ^pu^lrresponslble^jUuMestructive actions 
created the atmosphere that has led t o un ceasing violence and 
now to murder." Today thesestinglng words can be addressed 



Finally, from the Soviet pr©»* 
( Pravda ) tfa mS note an article 
that speaks of a conspiracy 
and of Martin Luther King's 
constant vigil of death by 
violence, even though he was 
the apostle of non-violence* 
The final excerpt from these 
edited Soviet press articles 



appears o 



•i^jpage 



seven* 



Djq&w-. 
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It would be a misnomer to say that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation was ever protecting one of the greatest American leaders 
in the Republic 1 * history# On the contrary# J# Edgar Hoover despised 
Martin Luther King and the power he commanded through his preaching on 
non-violence and love# 

Based on this excerpt from Mr. Weisberg 1 ! book, "Frame-Up" 
we can note that from Hoover's following quote describing Dr# King 
that the F.B.I# would have little inclination to investigate prearranged 
possible death plots against Dr# Martin Luther King, Jr. 






— 4 - 

nd are 



This is from page 237# 

With such an attitude of despise, one might easily surmise 
that there was no respect from the F.B.I. for the patriotic Dr# King; 
y^his will give the reader a proper framework to read this last excerpt 
from Pravada to arrive at an accurate picture of American social and 
political atmosphere, based primarily on the wreckless remarks that 
so often came from Government officials# 



On page nf me£, we turn to 

the origins of James Earl Ray's in- 
volvement in the plot to assassinate 
Dr# Martin Luther King, Jr# 



— cum loi inu rutTH navt> 

A-conie just as “commonplace" a phenomenon o t thFAmerlcan 
/-way ofUfe as automobile accidents. The powers that be are 
taking up nightsticks and nfcarm sTand “unnff irtal » thu®, 
poisoned by the propagan da of racism and war, are taking up 
rlfles^iglth telescopic sig hts. Vi olence and terror walk tne 
mefrican streets with Impunity. 

The death of Martin Luther King Is a merciless Indictment 
of the imperialist way of life, of Its misanthropic policies and 
practices. Their "freedom" is the freedom to kill. 



■ ^ -T- .‘I BflUK 






:£ctt3k&««fc 



But wo should preface such involvement with "dollar legal/ 
Journalistic diplomacy" that was exercised between Ray 1 ® first 

v i/ 

lawyer, Arthur Hanes (an ex-FSB. I. agent and C.I.A. employee)^ Percy 
Foreman and the writer with "exclusive rights" to Ray 1 * story of in- 
volvement in Dr. King's murder. 



***'CW »r 

Pkh^y Forbnan 

— »w* o... 

Mni aToii,TaxAM rrouii 

March 9, 1969 



\ ' / * 

•mr. Jtaia Earl Ray, 

Sbalhy (tasty ail! 

mwmif taii a 

Baar Jumi Earl: N v 

w^j^:^i.s r j".-adui5Sx j^Soo.oS J *;rs. t 
siSAJli VE 10 ” CM * ° f «9.5oStoo i^oS „«. t 

Sloe* than, 1 fatv« ipont l B linn of 14 , 000.00 additional. 

It to th. & Uln « to «d vance Jerry $500.00 and add 

tll2?. % ^| l i§i 0 2;2. a> ? tiOn ?5 ln letter 1 1 you 

Bat I Mil h JT* * 1 receive the flret $165,500.00. 

I woald not sake any other advance. - just thle on.S500.00. 



rr-4 

F.S* 



lour, truly, 



Th ® tod the white mu. tang are tied up in the 

1 1 d >v? T R * nfro Court costs and attorneys 
T £ r !£ ps ' to ret the " released. 
jL** 1 * K dl J t D* 500.00 with whatever they bring 
orer the coat of obtaining the®, if «ny. 






<~l P+~ 




rP 



This letter is fro. the appendix of Ur. Vaisberg's book. 
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On p«ge eight, the paragraph marked, was a subsequent lie, 

Raj never received a nickel. The reason that such high figures were 
nentioned Is because of Foreman's exploitative legal fees demanded of 

Raj a quoted fee of $150,000, which later, a Federal judge (Robert McRae) 

said was "too high*" 



Jaaes Earl Raj escaped fron the Missouri State Penitentiary 
on April 23, 1967, went to Chicago for eight weeks to work as a dish* 
washer at the Indian Trail Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, He 
wanted to eventuallj clear papers through passport .-points and escape to 
a country whre he could not be extradited# He went to Montreal and net 
a Ban who named himself, "Raoul" (* blond-haired Latin)# After eight 



meeting* with Raoul, Ray was offered living expenses, a good car, and 
ultimately, "travel papers" with $12,000# 

The condition ■ that Ray was to meet included a return to 



the United States# He 
was also to establish 
himself in Birmingham 
and be "available#" 
Throughout 

Ray f s association with 
"Raoul", he thought that 
he was only gun-running 
back and forth between 
the US and Canada# 

We can see 



Hay wrote to me: 




Well, / didn't know what to do. I f-i_Lou kJI a ouTs-pn \po s ill on .J__hudjt. i go 
back t o the S tales. and risJc lIie M issouri 1*00 again. I didn't want to do 
lliaj^l [lad sworn I'd never go back. Hut I was running out oj capital 
again , and 1 didn't want to risk another hold-up in Canada. / could/Ct 
get on a ship. I couldn't get l.l). So I told Raoul okay I'd meet him in 
Windsor. Rut / didn't know then whether I'd meet him or not. The 
woman in Ottawa seemed to like me. She was rny last chance. / hadn't 
had time to talk to her in Montreal about the passport. So now I was 
going to Ottawa and tell her something about myself , and if she'd help 
Tne getlhe passport , / Hasn't going to meet Raoul. 



Usk.f. 10H “ Tk 3V<J 

u vW Ewl + Ae . 

HsiL f J Q-f — 0 




K 



the beginnings of 
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Hay's involvement in the plot ‘'as he la caught between accepting Raoul's 
propoaitien or testing what "she" could come up with— a woman Ray met 
while in Montrsalj he tried to use her to get a passport^ but dumped the 
idea when "she” told him that she was a Canadian government employee. 



r From his perpetually lighted, perpetually viewed and perpetually 

guarded cell in Memphis, Ray writes: 

. my way to Birmingham, Raoul wanted me to make two trips across 
die bfn/er at Windsor-Detroil. I guess lie figured I wouldn't attract 
touc/j attention in my old red Plymouth for which I had paid $200. I 
orriild at the Windsor railroad station a jew minutes before 3 p.m . 
! <wd u nited about 30 minutes. Raoul came in with an attache case 
• *nd said let's go. On the way to the tunnel we stopped and he took three 
Packages out and put them behind the back part of the seat where you 
I rtt I your back. ^ - , I , ' 

© !••». WILLIAM BRADFORD HUlC 

m 



On the left is 
an excerpt from 
Huie 's second 
installment of 
articles in the 
LOOK series, titled, 

"I Didn't Knew Anybody 
Was te be Killed?' (Ray). 



Below, we see the scenario being cnstructed for 'Raoul's” 
purposes of having Ray at his disposal whenever needed. 



^ Raoul was nervous udien I met him. H e ask ed me what had taken 
me so long, and I showed him the receipt for the import tax. We parked 
on a side street where he got his 3 packages and gave me $750.~Hc told 
me to sell the old car and go to Birmingham where he'd write me a gen - 
i eral delivery letter telling me where and when to meet him. He' again 
repeated the telephone number where J could contact him in New Orleans 
inyn omergcricyjlcsaid he' d brine me th e money for a new car.ljiskesl 
h ini agaiiir-whaL I was expected to do, and he said for me.no! to ^orry^ 
would l>e relatively safe. I then drove him again to the Detroit bus station 
and left for Chicago. I spent that night in a motel about five miles east 
of Gary, Indiana, and next day I *nldjhti old red Plymouth i n Chicago 
and caught a train for Birmingham. 



James Earl Ray flatly 
stated in this same 



"look 



installment that he 
unknowingly became invol- 
ed,the plot when he first 
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took th e packages from Canada to 
the United States# Evidence of this 
is contained in the LOOK installment 
on November 12* 1968* by Mr# Huie# 
This is on the right# 



Iby writm: 

I jiififHiM’ t brcnmr im o lt nl in wmrwrl <»/ Ml 

' firxl Umk thmr win ,l “’ l: -*>- ('“I 1 t innnln. I unuU 

‘ I in Hirmitift fn 

i jm*l ut kauT 





Late in November* 1967* Ray was in Mexico on leisure and left 
at that tine for Los Angeles where he rented a room. Much has been published 
concerning Janes Earl Ray’s trip to New Orleans in mid-Decenber# He 
traveled with a man named Charles Stein and two children* relatives of 
Stein# 



Below* ,we see where Ray got his last few instructions froa 
"Raoul*— seemingly after being prined to be the perfect dupe# This 
is also froa the LOOK installments of November 25* 1 68. installment by 



Killian Bradford Huie# 



/ /lours filter / uoUoJSieiiLOrZanjLJ^ /,» 

/just inwted a report on whaUJiailjMn doing. He said ire had one wort ^ 
( job to do, nnd ttc d do it i mi bouMiro t trjh r ee w on t fis.Th en we'd be /in- 
) lsfirt ^ "" d.Jor^ur^hj&Lgiw_nt tjrpm (defe_ trn i el pa pers and $J 2 . 0 QjL 
: nnd help me go anywhere in the world I wanted to go. lie wanted me to 
! be careful . not pet in any trouble . and he'd keep in touch. If hen I ashed 
hi rn w hat Jh cntLXtjo bjeas, he sqjtLn oL to worry about it an d not t o ash 
qu&rions. Then he pave me another $ 2500 . all in 20 -doHar bills. I 
I u nn yl to leave for Los Angeles that night , but Stein was picking up the 
; duMm* ""<1 wanted to visit some more relatives, so I agreed to wait one 

>**!"*•■ to»k:, A )wt,U[ it, i%lj : fa , 



The last excerpt from 
Mr# Rule’s installments 
will be on page twelve# 

We will then return to the 
New lork ^Inos coverage of 



the "deal/hearing/aiini trial# 11 






rrr~^ : TT 






1 know, from what l have le+m-tl from Hay, and from tny investigate 
rest -arch, some nf the f eatur es n f the plot were : 

■ Dr. Kin" was to he murdered for effect. His munler was* plannti 
not l»y impulsive men who lulled him personally, though they proluiU 
did hate him, hut by calculating men who wanted to use his murder l 
1 trigger violent conflict between white and Negro citizens. 

■Hie was to be murdered during the election year of 1068. 
i ■'Since he was to be murdered for maximum bloody effect, he w 
to bd murdered, not while he was living quietly at his home in Allan* 
but id some dramatic moment, at some dramatic place where coat* 
versylwas raging. By March 15. 19611, the plotters clearly liaiLbrg 1 
! aiming at murdering him at some point where he was forming or lc< 
ing the Boor People's March. 

j ■ He was to he murdered hy a white man, or white men, who woi 
I l>e described as “Southerners” and “racists.” 

■ Preferably, lie was to be murdered in Birmingham or Montgon* 
or Selma, since these cities were milestones in his career ns an advod 
of racial change. 

■ There was no necessity, after the murder, for the murderer or a* 

derers to he murdered to prevent a trial or trials— because a trial or tr 
could yield extra dividends of hatred and violence. i 

Therefore, in this plot. Dr. King was the secondary, not the prind 
target. The primary target was the United States of America. 

L o \ /v) W ^ 
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Noto tho connection 
between planning 
tha assassination 
around, possibly, tha 
time of tha Poor People's 
March (circled in red) 
and what was mentioned 
in the Izvestia article 
on page five. 



This brings us up ta March 10, 1969* James Earl Ray, pressured 
by his attorneys to plead guilty to not only complicity in the assassination 
but to admit that he actually fired the shot# 

In the right corner, the Times article 
•f March 11, 1969, mentions how this ludicrous 
mockery of justice (the w ninitrial) fell 
apart as Ray would not go along with the 



x 



"no conspiracy" cover-up in the pre-arrang- 
ed deal between the defense, the prosecution, 

and Judge W# Preston Battle# After this 

\ 

"hearing",’ the King assassination gradually 

* j 

drifted from the front pages of the Times 
as well as the rest of the paper, as my study 
indicates# 

The United States Government 
deliberately muffled any meaningful investigatory 



Ml /ttaiWMil- 

If! DR. Kid DEATH, 
SUGGESTS 1 A PLOT 



Judge Sell 99-Year Term 
Alter a Jury of 12 Men 
Agrees to Arrangement 



A CONSPIRACY DtSPUTEO 

Both Prosecutorand Defense 
Doubt That There Was One 
Despite Slayer’s Protest 



By MARTIN WALDRON 

U TM Nit York Tun» 

MEMPHIS, March lO-James 
Earl Ray pleaded guilty today' 
lo murdering the P.ev. Dr. * 
Martin Luther King Jr. and was 

! * 

i if 



/ jofe 0/J 

ka c k 



* 4l\ p /^cu-lo/v 

m C *>»W/ <4 ^ C ^'/ 

-AlJl »<w ^'' ^ 

) aee/J 
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^Oas A)o eO'J^ce 
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Ia> a Co^/facjr * 



-j .*.; v.v r-i flco ♦*©* T>i; * tn--rc;*- 



k-n +w *r* ^ r y te 



jeaiW, 
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(article continued fro* page twelve. New York 
Times, March ll f 1969, p. 1.) 



work of Dr. King f a assassination plot# 

Note the continuation of the currently 
diacuesed Times * article and the reference 
that less than one day after the 
murder, that former US Attorney General 
Ramsey Clark and the late F.B.I. czar, 

J. Edgar Hoover, stated that there was 

'r 

no conspiracy# • . less than one day I 

(This is marked in yellew and on the extreme 

right side of this page.) 

Further, in this same article. 



Statements Anger Killer 

But Ray himself refused to 
accept these statements. . 

In_a tense jmomeht In the 
proceedings. Ray leaicdrtoiils" 
fcet_and declared _tijat. he _ did. 
not_ intend ..that his plea-ot* 
guilty should include • finding 
| ihat_ therewfl OOOOTRff icy*. 



l\\ r J 



Continued From*Page I, CoL t 

Said it had taVcn~ former At 
j tomey_ Jjeneral \Ramscy Clar k 

• amf J. Edgar _dj 

^rector of the Federal Burea u ci 

^Investigation, less than one dn\ 
Rafter the murder ito iwnBudv 
there was no conspiracy. 

• A transcript of Ray’s remark 1 
today., showed t^at he - Mid 

*/"Your honor. I would like U 
\l aay something. I don't want ti 
dUfhange anything thatZ^_havc 
/\said, but I just want to. enter 
f- one other thing. The only.thinj 
I* have to say Is thatj can’t 
- agree with Mr. Clark.” 

Mr. Foreman interrupted t' 
aay. “Ramsey Clark.” 

“Mr. who?” asked the judpr 
“Mr.-J. Edgar Hoover/— Mi*! 
Ray. “I agree with all t£cs» 
stipulations, but I amltot'lryir/ 
to change anything.” 

"You don’Uagrte with whose 
theories?” aiVed Tfct\judge. 

• “Mr. Canale’s/ Mr. Clark’s 
and Mr. J. Edga^irooWj abou' 
the conspiracy; I doni want tc 
add something on that I haven’t 
•greed to in the past,” said Ray 



wo can oeo Ray's persistence in hinting that there was a conspiracy. This 



is Marked by a etar. Ray just did not want to Jeopardize his plea of 
guilty which assured him of life imprisonment instead ef the electric chair. 

We will eoon see that ho saw the widdom of changing his plea several days 
later while in prisen and that Motions for a trial did not surfaco to the 
press until late 197k — over six years after Dr. Martin Luther King's assass- 
ination. 

In the meantime, we can take a parting glance at what the most 
important element ef the assassination was, in the view of the Times ef 

This is noted at tho bottom right of this page 



Perhaps the presiding Judge in the hearing, 

Preston Battle, had a few nightmares in the 

*) 

following days of his display of kan^reo 
court-style Justice on March 10} say, maybe 



India . March 12, 1969, p. 9. 
with a red mark. 



Mrs. King wants probe 
to continue 

•ATLANTA (Georgia). March II: 
Mn. Coretta King, widow of the* 
limsinit oi J.l ? rfcli ti leader, thejttv. 
Martin Luther King, ye*tei^y_j?Jled^ 
for 'further investigation of h er huv 
band’s, death, a few hou rs afieTTft C 
life imprisonment pa'urd _op James 

r »>T Riv f/»i 



. 



I 



f 



lU 



(article continued from page thirteen. 

The Tjaea 0 f India , March 12, 1969, p. 9, 
oh right )i 



he had blaok cate cross hia path or the sheep he counted 
in hia sleep, suddenly turned black or### 



"Kay's pic# oi (turn cannot be al- 
lowed to close the ‘ 10,(1 

newsmen alter heanngyM. tKc 'W-year 
sentence pas<cd on kay. 

•‘All concerned Jxoplo must press 
the State of Tennessee and the U.S. 
Government to continue investigation 
until all those responsible fot_lhis 
crime have been apprehended.** she 
declared. 

Meanwhile, Pastor Ralph Abernathy. 
Or. King’s successor at the head of 
the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, told newsmep? that Ray’s 
•guilty plea* strengihjtfied his belief 
that the iissassinati^y w*a the »c*ull 
I of a conspiracy.-rATT. 



Note the Misgiving* that Judge W. 



Pr..to. B.U1. voic.. In thl. -rch 17, RAY - JUDGE/SAYS 
(p. 27) .rticl. . n th. right. ]S "HIDDEN 



We further substantiata 



Doubts If Trial Wou!d_Havt 
Produced the Answers 



tha existanca of a conspiracy to 
■urder Dr# ^rtin Luthar King, Jr# 
in tha Naw fork Tjaes , October 2U, 197U, 
p# 26 article (narked with red on this page)# 
The starred paragraph points out Ray* a 
assertion that there was a conspiracy 
when ha responds to a doctor's question 
as to whether ha was "really involved in 
this."' Wa see that James Earl Ray 
responds! "Let's put it this way! I 
wasn't by myself." 



Up to this point, tha Times ' 
coverage af tha assassination and tha 

existence of a conspiracy has been good 

it might seem, though, that most of this material 
should be on pages two through seven or ao« 
Certainly not on pages 36, 28 and buried else- 
where# 



. MEMPHIS. March 16 (AP>— 

■ Jude# WJ-tesUm BattT* Raid 
today he -believed Jho XulUoilh 
••*at1ir^v/53 not known^About 
•James Earl Rayjnd-lhAJ««* 
alrtatlon of th# ReY^Dr^Martlo 
•Luther King. 

The Judge, In whose court 
Ray pleaded ~g ui fty-to-th# slay- 



case would havft 

had it gone to r 

like iffahy other 4 

marned puzzled_ 
unanswered- qu*“ 



nericans, re- 



ike others, I would truly 
like to know how Ray actually 
found the spot from which to 
fire, he said. ‘Row did Ray 
know where tMe Rev. King 
would be? Hovj did he deter- 
mine the type or weapon to be 
used? What are the details of 
the actual purchase and selec- 



tion of the weapon? Was he 
illance of the 



in 



.. or all Is his 
from Memphis. To me, 
it seems miraculous that he 
was able to flee to Atlanta de- 
spite the all-points bulletin; 
without his white Muslan, 
being spoiled on a highway. 

Dr King was shot to (Teal 
April 4 as he stood on the bal 
cany of the Lorraine Motel in 
Memphis The killer was re- 
ported to have fled in a white 
Mustang. 

The judge said there was 



MARTIN WALDRON Jjf 

10 Th« Nr# York Tim** 

^MEMPHIS, pet, 23 — Jame; 
Dari Ray will Zake the witnes* 
aland In Fedaral District Court 
litre tomorrow t o tell in publi c 
fttr the firsrtimc his version of 
the ^as sassination of the Re v. 
l2ur. M artin Luther Kin g Jr. * 
^Mr. Ray is seeking to with- 
(£*w his guilty plea In the slay 
h>g. Ho contends that he wo 
rijessured by circumstance ano 
by his attorneys into sayin;* 
tpat he had murdered the civil 
rights leader. 

* His testimony Is expected to 
be the high point but hot th 
gad of the hearing ordered b\ 
the United States Court of Ap' 
#als for the Sixth Circuit Ini 
whether Mr. Ray received fail 
treatment from the authorise 
and from his lawyers in 19G 
and 1969. 

* Tftduy, ^ nhyilfi"; 



wraiti 

R ny once told him that nc wa 
nbtlhe onl y person lftVolvg ~ii 
the assassinati on on AnriT -1 
1$68. The sliying of Dr. Kinj 
touched off violent demonstra 
tidns of looting, rioting and ar 
son in several of the nation’s ci 
t(fcs. 

99 Year Sentenb 
I * Dr. McCarthy DeMerb^said 
'mat tKeTml Judge, W. Preston 
Battle, who Imposed a-39-ycar 
sentence on Mr. Ray after tht 
guilty plea, had told Kirn'to tel 
^6 one that he wa s (o be ~Mr 
Rgy’s physician and notJtQ dis 
- yss the case with" t he prison er 

ilea, Df-J^eM ere said^*? asked 
ilm if he was reall y involved Tr. 
Jihr^nd he sai d. ‘Let’s pu t it 
tMs wayiJLwasn’t by hvseflT“ 

.T> r n*M*r*, . c tslc wilr^ 



much speculation about pos 
but nothing 



aihle 




Td like I he fu II proof. 1 
itlle sa "nf 
Tarcimr whet the agreement 
was reached t<y permit Ray to 
change his pica to guilty, there 



called out 0 1 turn because hi 
whs schetffll (d ig~take~r~TT lr 
was brought forw ard" in an ef 
fort to refui e su ggestions that 
tight security _ atllhel^helb} 
County Jail had madt-Mi. Ra> 
*a nervousjarta^." 




T nesl 

dblfkcJSLJhr hlark, xarZIj: 
sai d. ‘Absolu tely not^“ 



tmr 
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The New York Tinas failed, however, to include the remark made by "Judge* 
Preston Battle that he (Battle) did not believe that even he had 



presided over what could be considered a trial. 

This remark was carried in Mr. Weisberg^^ 1971 publication, 



"Frame-Up” i 



Gavzer interviewed Battle again. His story for Monday, March 17, 
morning papers begins: 

Judge W, Preston Batt le said Sunday he believes the full truth 
still is not known about James Earl Ray and the assassination . . . 
remains puzzled ^bout several unanswered questions. But he is 
convinced that a Irial would not have produced the answers ... “I 
would truly like i\ know how Ray actually found the spot from 
which to fire. How did Ray know where Rev. King would be? How 
did he determine tie type of weapon to be used? What are the 
details of the actual purchase and selection of the weapon? Was he 
alone in surveillancdof the Lorraine Motel? Most puzzling of all is 
his escape from Memphis. To me, it seems miraculous that he was 
able to flee to Atlanta despite the all-points bulletins without his 
white Mustang bcingijpotted on a highway.” 

Th% reader will learn what the judge never did. ■ 

Thfcse are the question^ the judge publicly acknowledged bothered 
him ffier the minitrial! (He hated that term, admitted his irritation 
over its use, and told Gavzer^it was not a trial . ") These also are the 





Ray's firat lawyer, Arthur Hanes, wrote in Wm. Bradford Hula's 
last LOOK installawnt of April 15, 1969, that he believed there was a 
conspiracy. The article is entitled, "For Conspiracy” with a sub-head of 

"On Balance, I Feel Ray Was helped", (Hanes quote). He contends that 

» » 

Ray did kill Dr. King and that as many am, possibly, throe persona "directed 
or assisted him (Ray) between August, 1967^ and his escape through Canada." 
(This is marked in yellow on page sixteen). 

Another undisclosed contention (never mentioned at the "trial" ) 
came from Dr. King*s chauffeur, Solomon Jones, who said Just minutes 
after tho shooting to reporters , "Just after the shot was fired a man with 
a sheet over hie head ran out of the bushes heading south." 



. 
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A witnasa named "Corribread" Carter stated that he taw "the 
■ae" fire the shot from wile noshes and tnen "take off." (This Is marked In 
red on this page along with the previous reference mentioned on page 






fifteen. 



“ON BALANCE, I FEEL RAY WAS HELPED." 

J/ ~ v ^ ■ •■' r -A Uli 




BY ARTHUR J. HANES 



flRST ATTORHEY FOR JAMES CARE RAY 



Ray continued te insist that 
he did not fire the fatal 
shot* Hanes, fired for hie 



t 



overzealoia financial interse^e \ 

1 ' I 

with author U uie further stated! 



^sQu a hn man-to-human basi s 
We seemed to 1) C Hoy. Hut when I ln *»nn ltu» 

questions, he rltnnpr I in altit ude and demeanor. 1 1 cl 
insisted tha t Tils aero n iilice. Kamil, actually fired the 
fatal shot, hut wlieill jur stionrd hint nh y»i 1«- 



\\ IIV in I) James Karl Rax 
murder Dr. Martin l.u- 
llter Kin». Jr.? I.ftill Ih*:.. 
lievc thnt .l 
kii»p becaus e lie wa 
reeled In do it. Despite 
Ills plea of puTiTyincfiort. 

I also fee* I that Hat did 
not earn mil the mu rder 
entirely alone. On lull* 
nine. hoth nix son mid 
partner. Arthur. Jr., and 
I feel that, at the very 
least. R ax was helped. 
’Hi is hum us llia l i’ he- 
liexc* there \>a? wluLLjhe 
lau t ails a conspiracy . 



Itecainc tense and devious. Kaeh lime I saw him. I felt 
I had to make a nexx start at trying to gain his con- 
fidence. I never met n man quite so alone, quite so 

Lib a Llie was his onlv -keepcc 

F believe his Raoul story to this extent: I think h6. 
met somehody like Raoul ’Jin Montreal ill August, 
l%7: and I think Haoul max he Ray’s name for one, * 
two or three persons xxlurtlhei leTP or assisted Iqiyju*- 
tween August, 1967, and his exratic through (lanadii^X 



had at least some time to study the rooming-houst 
complex* from which the fatal shot is alleged to have 
been lired. we can* I he line that Rax eouhl have 
known that he would have an unohslrmied line of 
lire at Dr. Kin** from the room he rented, or from the 
hath room the state claims the sln»V was* lired from. 
Si lire there is no evidence that Rax exer entered this 
house until .’1:1S p.m. on the flax of the murder: and 
since when In* did enter it. In* didn’l go through tin* 1 
ItoiiU* looking out of various w inflows, hut merely in- 
dicated u^at room lie wattled, xxr Itelieve that some* 
one must have told him which house hi enter and 
x\ hit'll room Iti rent. 

2. Twenty feel helow the bathroom x\ inthm from 
xx li ifii the shot is alleged t«» have hern lired. there is 
a vacant lot. which at that lime wa«* covered vxilh 
hushes 12 to IS fei^ hi“li. Dr. king's « *h a ulTeur. Sol- 
omon Jones, told rep orters a f ew minutes after die 

shooting that *’ju-i ,i ftcj Uuv shot wa^T irei l. a m an 

vx ith a sheet oxer hi- head ran out of tin* hushes head- 
in;: suttih.” Anotln l r witness. * * (a u n I fr e a « I — Qo t dr. 



said that he saw* •‘the imqd’ lire the jdiot_from the 
hushes ami then ‘’lake ofT.” m 

I loin a rYhu^Jed position in u fuelNof-e ju-t 
south of Ressie Brewers roomily house, jgfliec were 
wnlr!i in;: the area of Dr. Kj fig’s room. Irviilg t<» pro- 
tect him from what they thought was the most serious 






.P i. When R ax s abandon ed -Mii-tiiiy> 

f/pil searched in Atlanta. injlS-lE 11 '.^ * vnw -•* n’* 

tludiiug^rmich tf*o small for. Ray. It would fit 
x.TTowi iplis 127 pounds. Mdrcovcr. tbe en r^Thti ax - 
hri mined xxilh cigarette hulls* and iTay ilnei not 



smoke. And in the hark seal w as a shirefltltiL'iT^r 
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tm *.p.rtlag in the Hew T.rk T l«e3 concerning the existence of 

S^Pv'fihAC 

a conspiracy, regardless ef the ^diabolical standard ef America justice 
we have clearly seen In this Study was responsible, complete, sometimes 
buried in the wrong sections, but generally superior te any other American 



newspaper covering this national tragedy* 



Vk 



A"’ 



On this page we see ano ther flat denial by Ray that he had an ything te de;the murder. 

Ray Contends He Was Miles From Murder 



o!7\ 

-JameiX 
that ho 



By MAJtTIN WALDUOh 

0 BordAj . Th* Kc Tort Tfcu. 

MEMPHIS. Oct 2D — Jama 
E%ijjay u Milled today that h u , 
did nof a4nsnnalc tug KevrTr-' 
end u r . Marlin l.uUlff King Jr. | 
that hc~ \va, mo7c~Tyri7i a m tlg 1 
away aLtlitU me of the murflg r 
Uui-hcnu d witnesse s Tb ' 
prove it, * j 

Mr. Ray has not yet finished 
Riving hia account of his in- 
volvement fn the murder of the 
civil rights leader on April 4. 
tncs. In Memphis, but he ad- 
mitted Involvement today and 
will be on the witness stand 
answering questions about It' 
again tomorrow. 

Hf laid thnt his lu^elvement 

had hft»n nerinhomt 



*Jid tbit -Mr. Foreman, 
hiwf^fpcd intent nn rrttinp 

hinoo m ead gnlltv . * 

•dTr — u^T arlr fWM°f 





1 [wmei 

testified. 

j Mr. Ray (s seeking a full- 
scale trial In the murder. He 
pleaded gully in March, 1969. 
and was sentenced to 99 years 
in prison afufr a one-hour court 
jyoceeding. I 

He said ordthe Witness stand 
today that he had pleaded 
guilty because he thought his 



Wo also see for t ho first tino that 
Senator James 0* ^astland of 
Mississippi received a letter 
from Ray agreeing to cooperate 
in an investigation ef the murder* 
In the paragraph marked with red, 
Ray says that he did not personally 
shoot Dr* King but "I beleive I 
■ay bo partly responsible for his 
death*" 



attorney. 



On page eighteen, we will discuss documents that never reached 



the Times for seme unexplained reason. They concern a tape recording ef a 
telephone conversation purporting a plot to assassinate President John 
Kennedy two weeks before he was killed* The threat was te be carried 
out in Miami where Kennedy was visiting* Stringent measures were used te 
safeguard President Kennedy while he was in Miami, including the 
elimination ef a planned motorcade* 
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Ur. Weisberg was the first ta publish these decwents in 
1971 ( "Frame- Wp") in the appendix section ef this beotc. They aro called 
"The Milteer Documents. n Jeseph Adana Uilteer is the Oergia functienary 
ef the National States Rights Party. (The NSRP is farther te the right 
than the Klu Kltrc Klan and hates Jens more than the Klan hates Blacks). 

This threat was taped by the Miami pelice and dubs were given te the 

Secret Service and the F.B.I. ea Nevenber 10, 1963, accerding te 

* 

author Weisberg. 

In this tape transcript/ which will appear in this Study, 

Joseph Milteer discussed the Kennedy threat along with the nan who was 
speaking about that assassination and, says Mr. Weisberg, "was doing 

more attempting to kill King. n 

The possible connection between those nen who were manipulating 
Ray in Dr# King 1 ! murder and people directly or indirectly connected with 
John Kennedy f s killing, is clear in the"Milteer Documents- w As Mr. Weisberg, 
notes on page U68 of "Frame-Dp", the NSRP chairman was aliened to 
see Ray in September, 1968/ when others could not givofr further clout to 
this intercepted threat against Kennedy and attempted murder of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

On page nineteen, we will see edited excerpts ef the se-cal- 
led "Milteer D^uments" (by Weisberg). The "Subject" is Jeseph Milteer. 

The "Inf ernant" is pfteinibly the Miami police, but at any rate, he had 
also been an F.B.I. informant. 

The material furnished by Mr. Weisberg (through his extremely 
energetic investigatisns) was found nowhere else in any ether fern, 
ether than in his beek, "Frame-Up". 
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foiled the murder o f h o ^ ‘ r d'^'r'^d ' ki n ° r 'he right ext 
io^ am ‘ T,1C fjct * UlJl NSRP chieftain sf.» th | Sl,pprcsscd ta Pc and rcp< 

hfo&Sl ° thC,i co,llJ no, : «Shfvr^ n - C g °' 10 w *»»• Sc 

**£S>*^ * lawyer, as Rav r »nnJ,!")*T* COUnscl uh ™ Judge 



fadedt^rpi^int a lawyer as lH:t ’ an 1 lc Ka - V ’ s counsel when Judge I 

Thia first clip may give the • ™ d i»un King hung ,n\?r^ niany ° r **>’* il 

P 1 10 lhis amount of NSKP ambition^ ^ NSR ^ hcad M»artcrs, give 



reader an indication #f the type «f persons 
acquitted ef lengthy charges in genecidal 







'rftVr^-Uf t 



Informant: Now wc arc going to. you arc going to have 
Kenney, what do you call his last name? 

Subject: Kenneth Adams. [Adams has had his own share of' " 

J 956 * he lejpud on, ° a Birmingham stage to 
later hi w r /T Colc - P°P"lar Negro musician. F.ve years 
II • ’ r J mP ,C0Ud thc burllln <5 of a “Freedom Riders" bus 

LTnduT,h n0, b 8 l ,il,y ^ a dirCCtUd Verdicr 0lh " charges laid to 
“ ; he sholgunning of Negro homes and churches. After 

fro .,1^ hours, an all-white jury, on November 21. 1966 
Hems indudeVhl 3 f “ ree .° f re “Mn*Army explosives. The stolen 
handed! ; r nd , S ' iCkS ofcx P' osives . Phosphorus bombs. 

^0 for h, . D '?* boxesof -50-caliber ammunition, which is 
not for handguns. Because of Adams’s acquittal, the judge said he 

Proaidant Kennedy did exist * (marked in j^°u;. no1 * ai1 lhc man who had alread y confessed the theft ] 

[ B^lieved-to-beJack i I . 



activities through the American system 
ef Justice* 

On the right side of thie 
page is shown clear evidence that 
censpiracies te assassinate the Rev* 

Dr* Martin Luther King, Jr* and 



The persen named w Brewn w is explained 
by author Weisberg, also, en the right 
aide ef this page* 

The "church* •• in Birmingham 11 
line in the passage marked in yellew refers 



B rown who, like Adams, had been extremely active in the Rians J it? 
operated a gas station in a Chattanooga suburb. He has bee p repor ted 
to b e*_*contact man’* for the United White Par ty; to have arranged for 
the Klan to be entered in the Chattanooga softball series^o h ave b een 
an NSRJPjuesidcntial elector; to believe the Klan needed'a flag and to 
hav e offered to^ esi gri itTTo h^T3 Tcd of a heart attack in 1965, 
leaving chips off the old block to continue his good works. 1 

v\ ■ 



ypar^'^f 5 \ 



t« the bonblng of a church in Birninghai 
in 1963 which killed several young black 
girls » en page twenty* | 



— . JTRaT was just a trial proposition, " 

if it will work in a little stinking town like that, it will work anywhere. 

Informant: 1 don t know, I think Kennedy is coming here on the 
18 th, or st^ lhl Eg JlKiL-tlLi 1 111 make ^nnn- kiml of <jpnYh 1 
know whJutis. but I imagine it will be on the TV, and - ypn 
on the look for that, 1 think it is th J I 8th that he is suppose to be 
here. I don’t know what il is suppoJc to be about. 



Subject: You can bet your bottom dollar he is going to have a k 
to say about the Cubans, ther/areio many of them here. 

Informant: Yeah, well he^vill j/ave a thousand bodyguards, don* 
worry about that. 

Subject: The more bodyguards he has. the easier it is to get him 

Informant: What? 

Subject: The more bodygu^hds he has the more easier it is to 
gel him. 

Informant: NVelJJiow jn thc hell do von figure would he 

wayAQjjcLlum? 

Su bjec t : u-h i uh -fuxi vf rprl rifl.» 

(many people [room noise-tape not legible] docs he have going 
around who look just like him? Do yotl know i'bou t that? 

! Informant: No, I never heard that he had anybody. 

* Subject: He has got them. 

Informant: lie has? 

Subject: lie has about fifteen. Whenever he goes any place they 
Illegible] he knows he is a marked man. 

nk he knows he is a marked man? 



( 




r 



Qd/J+^Jec 

oJe{ 



v i * , • .jure ne d°e^ 

-cm j*, " 

K'" Y‘V w'*w +* ^ ^ / , 

K^;C r.^'i ^ ^ rj ^ u /' ^ * 

Lj io ; Li 4 -^W -f-o je-/- Mr+U 

i \ 

iuiker • 

J.' W e / r\ ( . 

Su^jecf: O/i V eJ / ^ e A ^ ^ Z*/' / n, ' eJ 
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(article/excerpt continued from page 
nineteen frem "Frame-Up", page U73 te 
page U7U belew). 



Apparently, Jack H* Bmn waa the hit nan in beth the plet 



againet Jehn Kennedy and Martin Luther King (as shown en page nineteen) 



and in the Birmingham church benbing and killing f referred t# belew. and te 



the left* 



5 






u 




l careful, you know that Brown is operating strong^ 

I Subject: lie ain’t going for play you know. 

Informant: That is right. 

Subject: lie is going for broke. 

Informant: I never asked Brownjibout his business or anything, 
•you know just what he told me, told us, you know. But after the \ 
conversation, and the way he talked to us, there is no question in my\ 
mind about who knocked the church off in Birmingham, you can \ 



believe that, that is the way I figured it. 

Subject: That is right, it is about the only way you can figure it. 

Informant: That is right. 

Subject: Not being there, not knowing anything. 

Informant: But just from his conversation, as you and me know 

him, but if they did, it is their business, like you say (Subject 
breaks in). 

Subject: It is up to the individual. 

Informant: That is right. T hey arc individual operators, we d on’t 
I want tha^ within JhjLparty^litting thi^Kcnngdyjs goin g to be a, a 
; hard proposition, I tell you, I believe, you may_ have figured out a 
way to get him, you may have figured out the office buildinjujfnd all 
that. I don’t know how them Secret Servic e agents covcr~al l them 
I office buildings, or anywhere he Is goingr^O you know whether they 
r do that or not? 

i Subject: Well, if they have any suspicion they do that of course. 

| But without suspicion chances are that they wouldn’t. You take 
I there in Washington, of course it is the wrong time of the year, but 
you take pleasant weather, he comes out on the veranda, and some- 
body could be in a hotel room across the way there, atufpicK nTfh off 
just like ( fades out ) . 

[Informant: Is that right? 

, [Subject: Sure, disassemble a gun. you don’t have to take a gun up 
1 tllcre, you can take it up in pieces, all those guns come knock down, 
j you can take them apart. 



The final excerpt from 
the appendix #f the 
beak, "Frame-Up" by 
Harold Weisberg ia 
concerned with timing 
of the Kennedy murder* 

The atalking ef Dr* 

King waa confidently 
thought to be successful, 
eventually! thia waa noted 
on page nineteen* 

In the laat passage from 
the "Frame-Up" appendix, 
note the possible goading 
of the "Informant" in 



saying, ?#«tfyou have got 



somebody up there in that country now, if you need him*." 



' ?1 



jugl, 

irormunt.fYcahjJVcll, ycnLhavc gohsomebody up there in th^l 
ntry now, Tfr you need him! (— 1— 
abject: Well, we arc goimf to nave 

dormant: Yeah, get na<fy. 



ive to gel nasty first (not legibicT> 



"•••in that country. (emphasis added) ia meant te imply 
what? If we quickly refer back to page twelve, Willl^^ Bradford Hide 1 ® 

closing line in hia 
•ecend LOOK installment 
ia, •••"Therefore, in 
this plot. Dr. King was 
the secondary, not the 
primary target. 

The primary target was 
the Waited. States 
of America. M 
Could this be a 
connection in 
thought with the lines 
(at the left marked in 
red), ..."you have got 
somebody up there in 
that country , if you 
need him. "(emphasis 
added) ? 

According to these 
conspiracy revelations 
to assassinate Dr. 



Subject: Yeah I would. 

Informant: I am going lo talk with him some more, and find out 

a loi more about his operation, because he knows a hell of a lot. 

Si bjcct: You need a guy like that around, loo. Where we can put 

our linger on when we want him. 

I Informant: 

.country i 
| Subject: 
j Informant: 

Subject: We have got to be ready, we have got to be sitting on 

Informant: Yeah, that is right. 

Su bjec t : The re ain’t any coun t down to it. we have just got to be 
si 1 1 i ng on go. Count down th ey ea~n move in on you , and on g o they j 
can't. Count down is alright lor a slow prepared operation, but in an i 
"emergency operation, you have got lo be sitting on go. 

Informant: Boy. if that Kennedy gets shot, we have got to know | 

wh ere we are atrBccause you know t hat will be a Te al s hake, if th ey* ( 
dCLlhat. 

Subject: TTrey-wouldn’t leave any stone unturned there no way. 1 



They will pick up somebody within hours afterwards, if anything like 
that would happen jusl u> throw the public off. 

Informant: Oh, somebody is going to have lo go to jail, if he 

! gets killed. 

Subject: Jusl like that iKyno llauptman in the Lind berg ease you 
know. ( Dials telephone.) 

Informant: "Hello, is Jim Ahcre?” "Has he gone to the office? 
"Uh, huh, well, is he comin/ back home?*' "Alright, I will do that, 
thank you.” He has gone ouVlo one of his upartinent houses, and he 
will be back later. We will go she whu lam a cal lit, he closes at 1 :00 
o'clock. We will go up and see ^ndrew, and we will double back lo 
Jim'S ( room noise) . 

** man we arc interested in up at that 
-door closes) . 



Subject: Actually the on 
placd (room noise not legi^ 



) 



■r(XMK' 



, L\ 1 T* 



Martin Luther King, Jr., he Trae Cuppas ed" te have been already killed— and 
Kennedy ira ® "ouppesed" te die next. 



The next Chief of State of "•••that country. ••" would have been 
(and was) a Southerner, Lyndon Johnson. 

The next twa documents from the appendix af "Frame-Up",’ by Harald 

i , 

Weiaberg are memos nade by the F*B.I» as a result af the threats 

and canspiracy death plans disclased against Jehn Kennedy (ana Dr. King) 



that! ire hare Just covered. One af tae documents is an t v iis page (contrary 
P a £ 0 wwmTlty,' twa more "Frame-Up" appendix excerpt 5 will be discussed 
fct this stage af the Study) and Barked in red* 



However, a nate 



\\ 
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ay e/0 jv 



X 



Re : THREAT TO KILL PRESIDENT -KENNED?^ 

• BY J. A. MILTEER, MIAMI, FLORIDA, 
NOVEMBER 9, 1963 






. . 4 °" Novembe r 26, 1963, a source who has furnished 

reliable info raation in Che past and in addition has 
furnished some information that could not be verified or 
corroborated, advised SA PETERSON as follows- 

* t 

.. . _ On November 23, 1963 » J - A - MILTEER was in the 

Union Train Station, Jacksonville, Florida, and at about 
4.Z5 p.m. on that date stated he was very jubilant over 
the death of President KENNEDY. MILTEER stated, "Everything 
ran true to fora. I guess you thought I was kidding ^u 
when I said he would be killed from a window with a high- 
powered rifle." When questioned as to whether he was 
guessing when he originally made the threat regarding 
President KENNEDY, MILTEER is quoted as saying, "I don't 
do any guessing." J 

, On the evening of November 23, 1963, MILTEER 

ColubM a J t Ck Tr Llle ,: F1 ° rida » by auC omobile en route to 
Coiumbia South Carolina. During this trip, MILTEER 

stated that he had been in Houston, Ft. Wbrch, and Dallas 
Texas, as well as New Orleans, Louisiana, Biloxi and * \ 

Jackson, Mississippi, and Tuscaloosa, Alabama. MILTEER \ 
said he was acquainted with one R. E. DAVIS of Dallas 
ll***' W ^ 0ra scribed as a "good man," but did not Indicate 

hj was personally acquainted with DAVIS. MILTEER did not 
indicate on what daces he was in the above cities, except 
fir Tuscaloosa, Alabama. * 

at w MILTEER related that he was in Tuscaloosa, 

Alabama and contacted ROBERT SHELTON of the United 

*}£**?*' InC ” of the Ku Klux Klan 

‘ (United Klans), on the evening prior to the bombing of the 



•f explanation may 
be in order here 
as to why this 
writer is using 
so much material 
related to JFK^ 
assassination* 

Two reasons* One, 
in this documentation 
of evidence we seo that 
efforts were in motion 
as far back as 1963 
to murder King, and, 
moreover, two, the 
American Justice 
Department apparently 
did nothing while the 
F*B*I., apparently. 



never got further than 



•aw 
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the information-gathering phase. 

Oa page twenty-two we aee the remark made by Joseph Adams Milteer 
on N#vember 23 * 1963 (the day following President Kennedy's murder) 
at the Union Train Station in Jacksonville* Florida, 



"•••he was very.lubllant over the death of 
President Kennedy* Milteer stated* •Everything 
ran true to form, I guess you thought I was 
kidding you when I said he would be killed 
from a window with a high-powered rifle. 1 
When questioned as to whether he was guessing 
when he originally made the threat regarding 
President Kennedy, (as noted on pages nineteen* 
twenty* and twenty-one of this Study) Milteer 
is quoted as saying* "I don't do any guessing." 



Apparently* this is the extent of memo* at least available to 
Weisberg; in n *rame-Up"* it ends with the words* ... M the bombing of 
the". At the bottom of the page where this memo appeared* Mr. Weisberg 
writes the following* 



^Tr^ng blueprinted the JI K assassination in advance, NSRPcr Milteer here took 
cr :dit lor il. What belter reason for total suppression - after Oswald was officially 
oi Juined assassin? U. I L Davis also figures in an also-suppressed Secret Service 
in cstigatiou (the copies of which I have) of a suspected Minulcman involvement 
Neither investigative agency made this correlation for the Commission. 



The "Minute man" 
that Weisberg refers 
to is in regard 
to another neo-Nazi* 



right-wing fanatical group called the Minutemen. 

So we can see that J, A. Milteer not only blueprints the JFK 
assassination plan ahead of time (and clearly mentions the ongoing 
attempts to kill Dr, King)* but he takes credit for it as well. 
This is allAuppressed evidence by the F.B.I.l 
As Weisberg states in the "Frame-Up" appendix: 



r 



In almost every case that I have beem able to 



2U 



check — b y gettiag what waa auppreaeed by the 
F.B.I. — what is witheld deala with the extreme 
•f the radical right er ie designed te prevent 
embarrasamerrt te the (American) government. . . M 



What appears en this page is further preef that the F.B.I. 

had evidence ef advance planning ef the 

JFK assassinatien in their files and 



MM *39-35 
PPOiggr/d» 

I 

Rot Throat to Kill President 
KENNEDY by J. A. MILTEER, 

Miami, Florida 
November 9. 1963 

On November 10, 1963, a source Who has furnished 
reliable information in the past and in addition has furn- 
iehed come information that could not be verified or 
corroborated, advised SA LEONARD C. PETERSON that J. A. 
MILTEER on November 9, 1963, at Miami, Florida, mads a 
statement that plan a were in the making to kill President 
1 JOHN P. KENNEDY at come future date) that MILTEER suggested 
one JACK BROWN of Chattanooga, Tennessee, as the man Who 
could do the Job and that he (MILTEER) would be willing to 
help. MILTEER reportedly said that he was familiar with 
Washington and that the Job could be done from an office | 
or hotel in the vicinity of the White House ueing a 
high-powered rifle. I 

U. 8. Secret Service wae advieed of the foregoing 
‘information. 1 

! I 
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still nothing was done. The Miami 
tape sf NSRP member Joseph Adams 

Milteer 1 * death plots/ 
threats against JFK 
and Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. were dubbed 
and given ts the 
F.B.I. and the 
Secret Service- 
bath sf which witheld 

A 

them frsm the 
Warren C 8M i 38 i*n, 
according ts author 
Weisberg. 

Says Weisbergi 
"Those few inadequate 
repsrts an this that 
the FiB.I. did mat 



, The rur» tilling of this report, page 1 19 of Warren Commission File (CD) 1347, 
is unequivocal. It is a serious “Threat to Kill President KFNNFDY," by one 
Jo*c|li Adams Milleer, of the NSRP. These reports exactly coincide with the 
Miami tape, here also reproduced, and with the cancellation of the scheduled 
mololcadc when the President addressed the Inter-American Press Association, in 
Miami The “source who has furnished reliable information ip the nasi” may be 
the informant or the Miami police, which gave dubs of the tape to both the FBI 
and the Secret Service. (The man had also been an FBI informant.) 



wllk*ld f r». the ' 
Commission, the 
Commission suppressed^ 
("Frame-Dp", p« 238 ) i 
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The F.B.I. had the tape blueprinting the JFK assassinatien and had it 
filed under "LEE HARVEY OSWALD; INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA"; Milteer'a 
veice en tape, again, detailing the pursuit te nurder Dr. “art in Luther 
King, Jr. and JFK, and the F.B.I. sets up a file under "Oswald" and 
"Russia".) This punk, fascist murderer did net eve n" merit" a file in the 
F.B.I. and was never nere than questiened by the evidence-suppressing 
Federal Bureau ef Investigatien J 

It seens alneat "anti-clinatic" fer us te return te tha case ef 
ene persen invelved in the censpiracy reapensible fer the §ssassinatien 
ef Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.— ene ef the nest asteunding leaders 
in the histery ef Anerlcan civillzatien. 

But it is necessary te de se. (in this Study, via the New lerk Tines ). 

This Jeurnalist's ain is te leave the reader with the knewledge 
that there is irrefutable evidence that there were persens and/er 
censpiraterial elements that devised a plet te assassinate “artin Luther 
Sing, Jr. Mereever, this writer nust direct the reader’s awareness te 
the fast that there was never even a trial held in the United States ef 
America fer the murder ef Dr. King. Te simply substantiate this, wo can 
refer back te page fifteen ef this Study where Judge W. Presten Battle, 
who presided ever the March 10, 1968,. minitrial ef James Earl Ray, said en 
March 17, 1968,. in an interview, "it was net a trial." 

And lastly, this jeurnalist intends te leave the reader with the 
knewledge that, under the auspices ef American Justice, the censpiraters 
and ce-censpiraters er the assassinatien ef Dr. “artin Luther King, Jr., 
are still enj eying freedem te this day J 
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The New *#rk Tim©* reperte en October 23* 197h f that Jawes Earl 
Ray thought he was "guifr-running" and that he was "duped" by persana 
alsa engaged im this gun-running. 'A r e can alsa see that in the first 
idnitrial af March 10, 1969, Ra"y f s letters fran jail were phatacapied 
and given ta the prasecutian, (narked in red). Finally, in this article, 
we nate where Ray 1 * new lawyers cantend that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



w$s killed by twa prafessianal assassins, hired by "wealthy and sacially 
praninent Americans" wha hated Dr. King. (This is narked in yellaw. ) 



—THE NEW YORK TIMES , WEDNESDA Y. OCTOBER 21/1974 ' 1 ' 



Sheriff’s Aid e Says James Earl Ray W,as K0pt 8 Mon ths 

! 1*%/ MAjmv WAI nnnv Justice." Hid Mr. Ray’s chief dT King's murder by hls^ 
i ley InAKlUV WALUHUN _ ffnrn . v Bernard Fen*t*rwa!d would.K# a.tnri.t.. 1 



S**«MI »• Tfc* Hr* Tor* Tl*r, 



• MEMPHIS. OcL 22— A Fed 
Jral District Court was told 
$ere todiy that while Jemes 
Lari Riy was awaiting trial for 
fu assassination of the Rev. 

- Pr. Martin Luther King Jr. he 
was held in a brightly lighted 
orU with the windows blocked 
off and that be was kept under 
oonstanl surveillance by deputy 

sheriffs, television cameras and . . . — - . 

Blcrophon t fc-r ,rv «h>« he 



tods; 

Smil 



attorney, Bernard Fensterwald would.-h* tiwin^ 
of Washington. Today, he sahtr'^5ne of the earij 
the shadows have become fact. 

Mr. Ray aat quietly In the 
courtroom as his three volun- 
teer attorneys began calling 
some 20 witnesses In the cul- 
mination of more than four 
years of seeking a new trial, 



Mr. Ray, 47 years old. is some 
20 or 30 pounds lighter than he 
was five years ago when he 
was awaiting trial. He appears 
to be somewhat drawn, and his 



• The court 'wu Tlxtr tol44J 
JMr. jj/A letters hgdbegiLpl 
[tographed-^and rnpiri givrn 
’•the prosec ution end that i 
trihl Judge had made alteratU 
Xlnlthe transcript oftha hear _ 
atlwhk'h Mr. Ray pleaded gull^ - 
ty In return for a 99-year pri** 

* sentence. 



did not shoot Dr. King, the civil 
rights leader. Mr. Ray has said 
he arrived in Memphis with a 
rifle in April, 1968, to join a 
*gun running" adventure and 
tfrat he was made the "dupe” In 



early witnesses 



iv was Inspector "Billy J. 
th of th« Memphis jherifr* 
office, who was in charge of 



pi 



eting l 

extradited to Tennessee from 
London. Mr. Ray was arrested 
on June 8. 1968, two months af- 
ter. the Apnl 4 assassination, 
while trying to go to Africa. 

Mr. Smith testified-that Mr. 
Ray had been kept in a brightly 
lighted cell in a Shelby County 
jail In downtown Memphis, 
that heavy metal shields had 
been put across the cell 
windows and- that for ’ more 
than eight month* Mr, /Ray 
never saw sunlight, moonlight 
or the stars. 



,in Jail With No View of Sunlight 



paper that Mr. Ray tried to 
flush down his toilet were re- 
trieved and turned over to the 
prosecution. 

Federal Judge Robert M. Mc- 
Rae Jr. made notes during the 
testimony, but he gave no indi- 
cation whether he considered 



ter interview, the clerk said he 
believed that the alterations 
were mostly of grammar and 
not of suhstanoe. 

Judge Battle died two weeks 
after the hearing. 

Newspaper reporters who 
covered the 1969 hearing by mr-pr uf e asi onel asilBTh : 



director,!. Edgar Hoover, anc 
tha MemphU prosecutor, Phi 
M. Canale, that there was nc 
conspiracy connected with the 
murder. . | 

Mr- Rl£» lawyer! Pflff »n- 
bniT that~br. King" wu killcc 



the activities described by the, agreed generally that the off i° . h i rfiTErtmir^ 
witnesses Jto^be a violatioq ofjcial accoimt c t the hearing asjcla lTy 'prominent JU nericans* > 



Mr ; . | reflected by the altered trans- 

J. A. Blackwell, the clerk of cript coincided with their recol- 
fhe cr Li Is. ■ i-^urt at Memphis, lections of what happened. 



testified that Judge W. Preston 
Battle had altered the trans- 
cript of the hearing at which 
Mr. Ray pleaded guilty. 

Mr. Blackwell was vague in 
testifying about changes that 
he laid the judge had made In 
the transcript before It was re- 
leased to tha public. But in a la- 



Mr. Ray said at the time he 
pleaded guilty that he had fired 
a shot that killed Dr. King. But 
at one point he interrupted to 
say he did not want to be consi- 
dered as agreeing with state- 
ments by former Attorney Ge- 
neral Ramsey Clark, the late 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 



te cf Dr! K,nJ ~ 
lay's current 



who hated 
KTfTRsf 

that other witnes! 
hearing, which 
last the rest 

would present evlddhce that, 
while the state was reading Mr. 
Ray's mail and Invading his pri- 
vacy, his former attorneys were 
preparing to sell him out to 
push the sales of a book about 
Dr. King's murder. 
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On October 31, 197U, Accused assassin Ray testified at the hearing 
that was ta determine whether he irauld be granted a !, new Tt H trial ,, > that 
he had naaes ’’addresses and telephone numbers” af at hers involved in 
Dr, King’s asaassinatiaa. Alsa at the hearing af (cantinuing inta) 

Octaber 30, Ray’s first attorney, Arthur Hanes (farmer F.B.I, agent and 
C.I.A. aperati ▼©) finally disclased that Ray tald hi* (Hanes) aver a hundred 
tim-s that he did nat kill Dr, King. We alsa nate the flaw af Ray’s activities 



By MARTIN WALDRON \ 

r The?** Tmitimi i 

J4EMPHI . Od. 30— Jimej 
Ea rl P.ay tc ™ 

him "addr &srs and telepho ne 
num bers”" ^ ntm>rc Involved in t 
.vfnrTT^illpf t ft t H. Messina- 

non of the Rev. Dr. -M artin 
Lut her Klhg Jr. In 1963. J >ut 
thCTTi c"had never fiiven most o f 
Ihl^Tormauon 10 nil lawyers. 

Hr slid be had kept the 
names of some of his witnesses 
•ecrel bccatAe he thought the 
names mightlgct back to agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
ligation, anl that the F.B.I. 
might harass Jhem. 



flo* 'jirk iml 

m-7{ II 7tj 

fj>J7 



tfr . *4fanev~a - form er— F-R - l 
aReht|and.once a coriUgct_gm- * 

t pj°y* 




Just befaie the 
assassinatiazi; 
the premised 
payaff by "Raaul” 
af 312,000, and 
exactly what happened 
after Ray reached 



was./rcIucts^L' Has Addresses and Phont 



Memphis (marked in 



/ Ray had told him, but the judge , 
t ruled that he musLriajo. |lhe _.fteni<>on of Aprl 

. Mr Hinri said th/L he_had ! i **>3 “it when Mr. Ra 



red. ). 



IV. 



HI ' After this had been accom- 

Mr. Hines raid l th( tJttJiadl|»M yhen Mr. Ray gut -to^Ilsheel. Mr. Ray waa told to- , ^ + 

asked "“"James EarU Ray a (Memphis he became, lost, and leave the rooming house and to-Lu XS crucial \j9 
that he parkefl his car seven or! go to a nearby saloon and drink 
ocei 



W-»4iundred timesrM>id 

V ahot tharkiiled pl 
\ hia „ JnY»fi»W* " 



fjy a nil (eight blocks from the rooming 
was 'house at 412% South Main 
Street and wilked to the room 
<ing house, arriving 15 minutes 
late. 1 

He said that Mr. Ray told him I. 4 *There_hiy contactcontacted 



chat he, 



he. had come to Mcmphis!* ,}l JV^ r .- J^ C3 8a / d * w 

£ A '!*# & e 

acribedta a blond^ti^whom K' *» «« « ? *» 

Mr. Rajf met in Canada In 1967 *7* ^ 

after M*. Ray had escaped from * 1 ?. * p " lr of blnoculiirs - 
Vhe Missouri State Penitentiary, ■ 

/* ML. Ray sl id in stuemenjv 
T smuggled^Trom the Shelby* 

1 County- Jail" by -Mr. Ha nertn 1 



bathed. 

ciothes.read 



where Ray was 



er while "Raoul” 
shaved and changed 
Mr. Hanes said. 

Mr. Hanes said that Mr. Ray, 

after drinking several beers. w hen the sh#t WAS 

was ^landing on the sidewalk 
oitsiue the rooming house 

about 6 o'clock when the sholf.| r -j ♦ * understand 
that killed Dr. King was fired. 1 137011 unaersuana 

"Raoul” came out of th' 

rooming house and threw the. ... /- \ 

rifle and Mr. Ray’s suitcase that there, \LJ 



was 




1968" foi^thc„AlRlL#ma authHrf 

*_WiTHam Bradford HuieT~ that ’ 

••Raoul” had "promised htlff ’ 
112.000 and new Tdenlityp^ i 
pers to help him on some milor 
, crime that "Raoul” never spccT- I 

Mr Hanei~t^lir.*^ yr ■ 
Ray had t old hi m tha t while he [~. 

spent the night of ApriTfTSB®, 
—two days before the'kssassl- 
nation— in Mississippi 

“JarRCS Earl Ray told me that 
gun he had bought "S Tth^ 
i Supply Company! 
rom him alVrnoffcl 
>i, and~-Thit Ft ! 
•gain until it was 
n on t He' srre'gr ib 
_jd~ to his suitcgsgT ' 
lanes said. 



Ht NtsW YUKK HmtsS. 



; Numbers 



n i 




Mr. Hanes - said the only In- 
formation- he was able to pry 
out of Mr. Ray about "Raoul’* 
was that he had Teddish blond 
hair. 

Mr. Hanes's 
partner, Arthur Ha 
testified today, »a; 

felt^« n in< ^ *■ 
was a cpnspir 
this killing." 




a canspiracy and (2) 
although part af the 
plat, Jaaes Earl Ray 
did nat fire the shat 
that killed Martin 

Luther King, Jr. 
(narked in yellew). 



J 
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The last day *f this hearing was reparted in the Times an November 
1, 197U. Three pieces af infaraatian are vital. One, that Ray was nat 
given fair treatment by the state and his defense attarneys befare 



TESTIMONY ENDS 

IN RIY hearings 



Decision Due In Several 
Weeks on Retrial Plea‘ 



By MARTIN WALDRON 

■*•*«*» ya Tl» »rw Task Tu*n _• 

MEMPHIS. Oct. 31 — Testimo- 
ny ended today in a hearing to 
determine whether James Earl 
Ray should he given a new trial 
In the assassination of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Mr. 
Ray has contended that he 
treate d un falrl 

and ^yiHOjfcriacL-ittoTneys 
before _Jie pl«ded_-*ujlty to 



Ihe 

ym 



Mr7|t 

Mid 

had * 



lunierln March, 1969. ^ 4 ^- 

.. lie was 
sentenced to 99 years tn prison 
after pleAling guilty to Dr. 
King's mu Vder on March 10. 

has since contended ‘ 



because be consid ered 
to he an unknowing 
In the a&sassinati 
might be legally j 

Foreman and Mr. Hule said 
they believed that Mr. Ray had 
acted alone In the assassins* 
lion. Foreman said hp 

thought that Mr. Ray killed Dr. 
King because he wanted tp get 
attention. Mr. Hule said that he 
had become Involved In financ- 
ing Mr. Ray's trial because he 
~ wanted the truth about the kill* 
' ing to be made public. 



I 



Mr. Ray who' was on tha-wit- j , 

ness stand for about jjlhfiurs 1 The , lt omey, who Is the for- 

during the hearing. to M , — 

McRae that he 



I > ^ * hea rt n * toldJuflge mer right-wing miyDn>f Bir- 

/ McRto lh»t he ian*W««l MH m i„ g ham, testified dsojhinhe 

iU' E 0 fr T.*!L/ n iri lanea^whom . prosecution had had a" very 
vL«*r n K ed veak case against Mr/ Ray. Mr. 

A N l^.-iwddayji before Jill irial f Hanes, j former agent pf the 
v . w *»-*chc|uled i to start, to be Federal Bureau oT Investigation 
\ IZ X 5 1*! n ilTif! ^ a* and * aonMtirn * employe of the 



’"Tntheir depositions, botff 
Foreman and Mr. Hule l 
they believed that Mr. Ray had 
acted alone in the assassina- 
tion. Mr.. Foreman said hp 
thought that Mr. Ray killed Dr. 
King because he wanted to get 
attention. Mr. Hule said that ne 
had become Involved in financ- 
ing Mr. Ray's trial because he 
wanted the truth about the kill* 
ing to be made public. 

Mr. Ray, who was on the wit- 
ness stand for about 10 hours 
during the hearing, told Judge 
McRae that he considered Mr. 
Foreman and Mr. Hanes, whom 
he dismissed In November, 
1968, two days before hia trial 
was scheduled to start, to be 
■ more Interested In promoting a 
. book by Mr. Hule than In orga- 
nizing an adequate defense. - 
In his testimony today, Mr. 
Hanes — who Is recovering from 
heart aurgery — said he had 
agreed Jo assist Mr. Hule with a 
book about the case because he 
felt that was M a better way* of 
raising defense money than a 
public appeal Vould have been . 1 
But he denied iha' he had ever 
allowed Mr. Hule to make sug- 
gestions about how to defend 
, Mr. Ray. 

Conspiracy Theory 
Mr. Hanes aald that hear d 
’hia a5n and" part ner. A rthur 
HiuetfJnr bellcv ed~TKat M r. 

;Ray was an untaawing-parlitl- 
- pant In a conspiracy. .to assas- 
sinate Dr. King. 

H thought perhaps a black 
militant organization was be- 
hind the slaying." Mr. Hanes 






pleading guilty, 
Twa, that he 
pleaded guilty, 
as an unknowing 
accomplice, be- 
cause he was con- 
vinced by the state 



i/y\U 



l—', 

'p*i 

f.n 



and hi» attorneys 
that he w#uld be 



sentenced te death if he 
did net* And, 
three, he considered 



hia first twe 



' v Dr. King was shot to death In 
Memphis orlAfiril 4, 19G8. Mr. 
Ray was arrested In London on 
June 8 ; of Brat year. He was 
sentenced to! 99 years in prison 
'after pleading guilty to Dr. 
King's murder on March 10, 
1969. 

Mr. Ray has since contended 
that hi pleaded guilty because 
he thought \e might get the 
death sentence in a tnal and 
because he considered himself 
to be an unknowing accomplice 
In the assassination aorf£}£yj 
might be legally guilty. 



Central IntelUg*n« Agcocy, 
said he was positiv erUii rHh^ 
rifle ^Jound/lne^a-'lhe murder ' 
• scene had not bee n used to 
— 1 ihobFDrTKInir: 



attorneys marc in- 
terested in making 
maney thraugh publication* 
than in the defense 
•f him (Ray), (l) is 



~^Xn F.B.I. ballistics expert hM 

fished that the bufletl^Tcllled 
Dr. King was. .firtalllronLJhe 

riRe, which Mr. Ray haiJjfiught 
In Birmingham !about— at-week 
before the murder. 

' *Thar~s1ug taken from Dr. 
King's body. Mr. Hanes saUL 
"was as perfect as a slug fired 
for test purposes." If It had we 
been fired from Mr. Ray 1 * rifle.l 
he 

Inf 



in red | (2) in yellaw; 




(3) in red. 

On page twenty-nine 



will aee a piece 
evidence te sub- 



stantiate Ray's third 

sling ring. llnVld he w.sfWnn 
the money In Blrmhignain <* 






the money 

buy a fin? to“Uke to M< 

as a model of gurjiJ^*hc and 
his associates *fnirnt bc_ah]c.to 
supply the amug &lgrs- 



contention# 



■/•a+i • 



Belrw io a letter fr*m Ray attorney #2, Percy F.remmn, ef ^arch 9, 

1969 the day befere the hearing er minitrial that canvicted Ray »f Dr. 

king' a murder. The reader can nate several item* an thia paget (l) 
the advance ef £500,000 te J ane« Earl Ray which he never received} (2) 
the fact that thia deal af Ray disclasing any infernatien abeut the 
aasaesinatien "contingent ttpan the plea af guilty, witheut any unseemly 
canduct an yeur (Ray'a) part in court." (The first marked in red, the eecend 



in ye 11 aw. 



i-«— t'XCII o» 

PKHCY I'OUKMAN 

•»< aawt» (Mil 

Houston, Tolah rruoa 

•torch 9, 1969 



The figure 
”$165,000 is 
the fee that 
Percy Feremam 



lip. Janes Earl Ray, 
Shalby County Jail, 
Memphis, Texas. 



I 



Dear Janes Esrl: 



y^r TBU*liaVs asked th»t I advance to Jerry Ray five 

7/1500.00) of the "♦5,000.00V referrlng_to the first five 
^toaa^n d do lJ^A-|iald-br~>?flr^-Bradftrrd-4iuie . On January 
29th, Mr. Mule advanced /n additional $5,000.00. At that 
time I had spent in excesV»o£- l9. 500 .00 on.vcrtir case. 

Since then, I have spent in excess of~U, 000.00 additional. 



But I aa willing to advance Jerry £500.00 and add 
It to the $165,000.00 aentloned In ay other letter to yon 
today. In other worda, I would receive the first A ,l65, 500.00. 
But I would not aake any other advances - Just this one $500.00. 



I 



i 



And this advance, also, is contingent upon the plea 
of guilty aad sentence going through _ptLjtor ch 10 , 1969, without 
any unaee alr conduct on tout part in court. — • 




P.S. The rifle and the white mustang are tied up In the 

suit filed by Renfro Hays. Court costs and attorneys 
fees will be necessary, perhaps, to ret them released. 
I will credit the £165,500.00 with whatever they bring 
over the cost of obtaining them, If tny. ^ 



Percy rnVfrrar 



ba acquired via 
Ray’s disclosure 
•f information 
•n his involvement, 
hia guilty plea 
to rule out any 
complications of 
investigating a 
conspiracy, and 
promises not to dis- 
close any other infor- 
mation regarding the plot 
for any other reasons# 



r< 



, up/ W'y O' 









Sec- M 

of +*TiS 



If th 



-- - r _ 

LO-eaharassinr cl rcuastancaa t ake plage "IrTtPie 1 l our v 



and the sentence accepted 



^$2+1* ) 



room, I aa willing to assign to any bid*, lk*usl"cumpliif ur 
Individual selected by you all my receipts under the above 
assignment in excess of $165,000.00. 

jjg 



It is no wonder the 
Miami News published 
a caricature of James 
Earl Ray with a dollar 

' JCV.y* - Fr Ar< - Ur H 
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There was ns trial f#r the warder sf Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
as we see #n this page that ^ames Earl Ray was denied a "new" "trial". 



In this T iaes article 
•f February 28, 1975, 

Ray states that his 
attorneys "were ms re 
interested in helping 
publish basks absut the 
case than: in defending 
him", as we have neted 
en page twenty-eight. 

Ray says that he pleaded 
guilty te Dr. King f s 
death "frsm despairj 
this is marked in red. 



/Say dimtka , 

FORAlWTRIAl 



But Judge Scores Lawyers 
in Dr. King Murder Case 

By MARTIN WALDRON 

Spf »«H« Thf H,». t 

MEMPHIS. Feb. 27— A Fed- 
eral J udge lodav cniiciyp HI 
JarnFar Eail Ray's attorney* a nd! 
*taie official* involved in Tiisl 

I «» 1 bor-reronp^Bt-con-i 

fess cd a .Yassin had "cle arly! 
I and d eliberately 1, elect ed i 0 
picad guil ty to murder an d was 
I not entTm-d* to wntnu^w that! 
pjiw*g nd new InfNw ^ | 

quLSbl 



Mr. Ray, 46 years old 
“p! a 

1M 



toj pii a now inai sinct March: 

i nan i aatii: 
aT T^rlie pleaded guilty to the] 
Ap?T| 4. judo. assassination of l 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Lutheri 
King Jr. and accepted a 99-year 
prison sentence. J . 

s JlHIge Robm' 

M. McRae said today that testi- 
mony last October on Mr. Ray's 
plea for a new trial did not 
convince him that the suspect 
had been coerced or tricked 
into pleading guilty by his 
attorneys. 



yurl^ 

-T7L / 'lS.h^'A ) 




Judge McR$e, In a decision 
released today.Said: 'The cir- 
cumstances include conduct on 
the part of Ray’s retained at* 
torncys that should have been 
performed differently. [But) tne 
total circumstances do not re 
fleet a violation of the consti- 
tutional rights applicable to one 
who voluntarily pleaded guilty 
on the advice of competent 
counsel of his own choosing.” 
In discussing the activities 
of Mr. Ray’s lawyers. Judge 
McRae said the following: 
<JThat a contract between Mr. 
Ray and a Birmingham lawyer, 
Arthur J. Hanes, to share the 
proceeds of a book about the 
murder was an apparent viola* 
lion of the canon] of ethics for 
lawyers. 

IThal Mr. Ravfc later gUflr 
ne y, Pergy__Forerfian of Houa- 



tfinT 

bearin g” and I ” 

jursttiOaQS 



'a braggart” who 



Erflf.ioM.T.ranim 









On page thirty-sne, there is attached the last piece tf evidence 
ts suppsrt Ray*s belief that his lawyers were "msre interested in 
helping publish bssks than in defending him (Rjay). 

It is frsm the Appendix sectisn sf "Frame-lfc’*, by Hareld Weisberg. 
This letter (sn page thirty-ene) is frsm auther William Bradford Huie, 
whe refers ts this entire tragedy as a "prsject* 1 (i.e., capitalistic- 
explsitive endeavsr), and is nst stepping with bssk rights but rasves 
right sn ts acquiring film rights. 



• • 
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[William B«Aoro»o Huic 



/ 



^"TirUC.AtAMHA 



^rch 7 , 1969 

fear James Ray..., 

Enclosed you will find.. 

and «! gUlal a£recment signed by you, H4n „ > 

agreed by which I 

e "n^gs from this project antlclpat “" of 

w bich P I 'have" 1 advanced^o'd*? * 0r ,! he $M0 .°00 
•lanes and $10,000 to Ifr. 0,000 to Mr. 

X am also ^ 

oopy. of thiTfor ^ for^^!^^ r ^ 0 ' 6 'ig^th^ an • 
^es bearing al! 

be tween yoS^d “d^^in 1 aer * OTent a existing 

them to the ietter^rj^^^ ^ flowed 



earnl^sr!)ai^h^ ^^?f$ ^- ? - eamed ..$30 . nnn _ Additl 

a«Ms^^?^2a!8 asar-js 



5 S jus- 

-X am cun 
Xilm producer, c 
of developments. 

Sars & &r ■ 



velopments. 8 T 1 1 1 J c £?.P_)^infonT^d 



1 Informed J , " ep both y~ and Mr. foreman 

Best wishes, ^ 






J/' 0 *VU/’ 



fyjJy 



JfC-fuy 



Alss tn this page 
there ie a quete 
frem the head ef 
"Operation PUSH 
(Peeple United te 
Save Humanity), 

Rev* Jessie 
Jackcen, that never 
made it te the 
New Yerk T imea « 

It was publisned 
en page eigrrty-T>we 
•f "Frame- UpV 



"l 



ra^' 

/' ✓v 

/ In Chicago, where he headed the SCLC’s “Operation Breadbasket,' 
ng s close personal friend and associate, the Reverend Jesse L 
Jackson, in a statement widely ignored, showed just how much this 
deal was endorsed by the victim's associates, how wholehearted!/ 
they concurred in the mimicry: / 

JVe^were told justice was done hv giving a nunv tic k white man a 
i -yea rje^nceji^exc hangTToT the assassinat ion of our black 

prop ct L ut_qr Jrarajustiog^e jimerican judicial system woul d 
not allow. eveninsensitive and unconcerned inquiry. into SS 15 ?dei 

Of-a world le;u!t>f *««*-uuuuw 






CONCLUSION 



To this Journalist/reBoarcher 1 * oatisfacti&n, the pre-stated 
hypothesis of this Study was proven, in overwhelming magnitude* 
Furthermore the pre-stated criterion was adhered to* 

The New lorlc Times , in giving thorough coverage to tne massive 
evidence of conspiratorial elements, did net give this national 
tragedy the priority exposure (i*e*, front page or early pages) that it 
deserved* 

T*ie coverage of foreign press was typjified by the ^imes of India 
on page thirteen of this Study. This article was on page nine of the 
Indian paper, perhaps demonstrating the international disbelief that 
(l) what transpired in that courtroom in Memphis on March 10, 1969^ 
was ever a trial in the first place, and that, (2) accomplice Ray 
acted alone* 

To define the American justice rendered in the aftermath of Dr* 
Martin Luther King, Jr**s assassination is to deny the conspiratorial 
elements of that murder contained in this study* 



